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Syllabus
Unit Il Receptive skills in ISL

- Understanding different text types in ISL
- ISL videos with academic content

Unit Il Productive skills in ISL

- Producing different text types in ISL
- Advanced academic signing in ISL
- Synchronous production (live) and asynchronous production (edited video)

Unit IIl The grammar of ISL

- Topics in ISL morphology (indicative list):
o Directionality
o Intensification
Topics in ISL syntax (indicative list):
o Localisation and spatial agreement
o Subordinate clauses (if-clauses, when-clauses, that-clauses)
Topics in ISL discourse (indicative list):
o Signing space and logical relationships
o Text types and discourse organisation
ISL grammar in comparison with other sign languages

Unit IV ISL in research contexts

- Ethical issues in relation to sign language data, particularly ISL.
- Issues affecting the quality and integrity of sign language data, particularly ISL.

Course Objectives and Outcomes

Prerequisites: Completion of “Indian Sign Language for researchers 1” OR advanced level of
fluency in ISL

Course objectives:

- To practice comprehension of academic texts in ISL.

- Toimprove productive skills in ISL across different text types including signed
academic presentations at an advanced level.

- Tounderstand the grammatical structures of ISL at morphological, syntactic and
discourse levels.

- Tounderstand the implications of using ISL in research contexts.

Course outcomes:



- Improved comprehension of ISL with respect to accuracy and range of contexts,
including academic contexts.

- Achieving an advanced level of knowledge in ISL grammar at morphological,
syntactic and discourse levels.

- Acquiring a metalinguistic vocabulary to describe the grammatical structures of ISL.

- Increased ability to use ISL in research-relevant contexts (e.g. participant
engagement, consent procedures, signed presentations, sign language corpora)

- Knowledge of practical, ethical and data quality issues in relation to Indian Sign
Language data and research with deaf people in India

- Improved ISL production and comprehension, including for academic content.

- Comprehension of academic literature on sign languages.

- Ability to produce different types of texts in ISL, including signing in academic
contexts.

- Ability to understand both generic and academic texts signed in ISL

- Basic video editing skills to produce a signed video asynchronously

- Presentation skills in ISL

- Skills in academic writing about sign languages and ISL

Assessment:

20-minute presentation in ISL about a topic in ISL grammar,

with edited video of the presentation 30%
Annotated log of ISL videos with academic content watched 20%
Written paper on issues of ISL data use in research (2,000 - 3,000 words) 50%
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