
26CO801                    Digital Media, Politics & Society   4 Credits 

Course Objective 

This course examines the intersection of digital media, politics, and society in contemporary 

contexts. The objective is to enable students to understand the foundations of Indian political 

culture and the challenges it faces, while also exploring the transformative role of digital 

technologies in democratic participation. It seeks to provide an in-depth understanding of media 

theories, digital democracy, and the politics of mediated identities, with special emphasis on 

inclusivity and accessibility for marginalised and differently-abled communities. The course also 

introduces emerging trends such as artificial intelligence, algorithmic governance, and visual 

media, encouraging students to critically reflect on ethical, cultural, and policy dimensions. 

Ultimately, the course aims to equip students with the conceptual and analytical tools necessary to 

engage with and contribute to inclusive digital public spheres. 

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

CO1: Explain key concepts of Indian political culture and identify contemporary socio-political 

challenges. 

CO2: Analyse the role of digital media in shaping democratic participation, particularly among 

youth and marginalized groups. 

CO3: Apply foundational media and communication theories to critically evaluate the intersection 

of politics, society, and digital platforms. 

CO4: Evaluate accessibility frameworks and disability studies in relation to media inclusion for 

speech- and hearing-impaired communities. 

CO5: Critically assess the politics of mediated identities and the implications of emerging AI-

driven tools for civic engagement and governance. 

CO6: Design inclusive and ethical media strategies or research proposals that address digital 

democracy, representation, and accessibility. 

CO \ PO PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 

CO1 2 3 2 1 3 1 2 2 

CO2 2 3 2 1 3 2 2 3 

CO3 2 3 2 1 2 2 2 2 

CO4 2 2 2 2 3 3 2 2 

CO5 3 3 2 2 3 2 2 3 

CO6 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

 



Unit 1: Indian Political Culture and Contemporary Issues 

Indian Political culture, Concepts, determinants and types - contemporary trends - Nation building 

in India: problems and prospects - Problems of the Indian Political System: Linguism, 

Regionalism, Communalism, Terrorism, Casteism, Corruption and Criminalization 

Unit 2: Digital Democracy and Youth 

Introduction to digital democracy: opportunities and challenges - Youth participation in networked 

publics - Platform power: algorithms, visibility, representation and civic voice - Participation gaps: 

socio-economic, gender, and disability divides - Accessibility and inclusive digital cultures (Deaf 

and speech-impaired youth) 

Unit 3: Foundation of Media Theories 

Habermas: Public sphere & deliberative democracy - Network society (Castells) - Participatory 

theory and culture (Jenkins) - Mediatization of politics (Couldry, Strömbäck) - Platform studies & 

algorithmic power (Gillespie, Bucher) - Normative Theories - Spiral of Silence (Neumann) - 

Visual Culture Theories – Barthes, Hall, Mirzoeff - Semiotics of social-visual communication. 

Unit 4: Media Accessibility and Disability Studies (Speech & Hearing Impaired) 

Media accessibility and disability studies (Alper, Goggin) - Theories of Accessibility in 

Communication - Media and Marginalized Identities – Critical disability theory - Case Studies – 

Sign language media, subtitling, captioning, avatars. 

Unit 5: Mediated Identities and Emerging Trends 

Politics of mediated identities- Social-visual media affordances - Identity, representation, and 

authenticity in digital spaces -  Evolution of AI in media: from symbolic AI to generative AI -  

Emerging tools: avatars, AI, and visual media for civic inclusion - Applications in media: 

recommendation engines, content moderation, accessibility tools - Ethical and policy 

considerations - Future trajectories: AI-mediated participation and inclusive governance 
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